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INTERNATIONAL TEXTILE MANUFACTURERS FEDERATION
FEDERATION INTERNATIONALE DES INDUSTRIES TEXTILES
INTERNATIONALE VEREINIGUNG DER TEXTILINDUSTRIE

Spinners Committee

Travel Report

Tiirkiye 2026

From June 3-5, 2026, the ITMF Spinners Committee visited Turkiye on behalf of ITMF,
as part of the on-going program of the Committee to visit countries around the world in
an effort to strengthen the understanding of the fibre industry including recycled fibres.

The Committee would like to express its appreciation for the warm welcome and the
interesting discussions and informative exchange of opinions with all the people the
Committee visited and met on the different occasions. The hospitality of all hosts was
outstanding and made the whole visit not only very informative, but also very pleasant.

The Committee is very grateful to TTEA (Turkish Textile Employers’ Association),
especially Mr. Mustafa Denizer, ITMF Vice President and TTEA Board Member, who
oversaw the preparation, and Ms. Tuba Kobas Huvaj and her team, who had assisted
the Committee with their in-depth expertise and experience of the Turkish textile
industry in the detailed planning, preparation and execution of the visit, thus helping to
make the visit an outstanding success.
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Objectives of the visit

To review the situation of man-made fibre production in Turkiye

To understand the petrochemical influence on synthetic fibres

To understand the different recycling technologies applied by companies

To understand the differences in spinning virgin and recycled fibres

To understand the downstream demand for yarns made of virgin and recycled
fibres
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Program

Day 1 in Adana

From June 3-5, 2026, the ITMF Spinners Committee conducted a comprehensive
three-day tour of one of Turkiye’s central textile and apparel clusters. The visit began
with the participants’ arrival at Adana Airport on June 3", from where the group visited
SASA Polyester Sanayi (www.sasa.com.tr), one of the world's leading
manufacturers of POY, FDY, DTY filament yarns and polyester staple fibres (PSF),
PET bottle and textile grade resin and PTA (Purified Terephthalic Acid), with vertically
integrated operations extending upstream into raw-material production.

SASA Polyester Sanayi A.S. is one of the world's largest integrated polyester
producers, with 700 kMT of PSF and 52.5 KMT of bico-PSF, 350 kMT of POY and 175
KMT of DTY, 315 kMT of PET resin, 1750 kMT of PTA production capacity located in
Adana site.

New lines for PSF and bico-PSF has strengthen SASA’s positions in fibrefill, nonwoven
and textile type staple fibore market. Whereas part of the filament yarn capacities
operation levels remained challenged by soft demand and overall textile market
conditions. PET resin capacity is getting increasingly balanced between bottle-grade
and textile-grade products. While historically around 60-65% of PET sales were
domestic, exports are becoming more important and are expected to account for about
half of sales in 2026. New PET resin unit start up is expected later this year in
Gaziantep site.

Recent investments have focused on PTA, strengthening vertical integration. Reliable
long-term sourcing of paraxylene (PX) from Middle East and monoethylene glycol
(MEG) from the United States ensures stable raw material supply and allows full-
capacity operation. Until a new PET plant in Gaziantep starts up, surplus PTA
production is sold on the domestic market.

Internal PTA production provides several advantages, including improved polymer
quality, lower logistics-related carbon emissions, and an energy-efficient production
process. The new facility is now producing more energy than it requires and is also
supplying energy to the existing facilities. Looking ahead, SASA is developing the
Yumurtalik project, which includes enhanced logistic infrastructure, refinery with PX
extraction unit and additional PTA capacity as part of a major long-term expansion.

The DMT line, which dates back to the 1980s, was decommissioned and dismantled
upon reaching the end of its economic life, while the associated polymerisation unit
was retained in operation. This could support future chemical recycling via
methanolysis.

From there the group continued to visit Meltem Kimya
(www.meltemkimya.com.tr/en/home/), a pioneer in molecular recycling.

After the most recent investment completed in 2024 Meltem Kimya reached 158 kMT
of nameplate capacity for rPET production. Meltem Kimya uses a glycolysis process
capable of converting packaging or polyester-containing textile waste into monomers
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and oligomers, which are then repolymerized into recycled PET chips. The textile
waste treatment unit has 400 ton/day nameplate capacity and allows to obtain
polyester chunks, which then undergo 2" stage glycolysis reaction in excess MEG.
Repolymerised PET chips are supplied to downstream fiber producers, creating a
closed material loop. Materials that cannot be chemically recycled are redirected to
lower-value applications such as floor resin materials thus minimizing waste
generation.

From Meltem Kimya the group travelled from the Adana region approx. 210 km by bus
to Kaharmanmaras where the group stayed overnight.

Day 2 in Kahramanmaras

The morning of day 2 featured an intensive visit of Kipas Textiles
(https://kipastextiles.com/). Kipas Textiles is a subsidiary of the Kipas Group, a
leading Turkish conglomerate with businesses in energy, retail, paper, cement
alongside with textiles. Kipas Textiles is a fully integrated facility with production from
yarn to fabric, denim, technical textiles, and fashion. Kipas has been heavily investing
into sustainability and is running numerous collaborations to this end, including its
advanced recycling operations and its leading role in Sustainability Talks Istanbul.
Kipas Textiles and Meltem Kimya have a strategic partnership aimed at modernising
textile-to-textile recycling processes and making polyester fully circular at a commercial
scale.

Kipas Textiles demonstrated both mechanical recycling (by tearing) and thermo-
mechanical recycling. The most recently launched thermo-mechanical unit can deliver
the output up to 100 tons/day of recycled staple fibers — either from rPET bottle flakes,
or from textile waste-based polyester chunks supply from Meltem Kimya. The company
produces recycled staple fibers mainly for European textile brands, combining textile-
to-textile and bottle-to-textile recycled materials depending on customer requirements.

The mechanical recycling facility processes denim and cotton-textile waste to produce
recycled fibres for cotton yarn spinning. During the visit, it became evident that
producing high-quality recycled fibres requires careful control of raw material
composition and blending ratios to maintain consistent yarn performance.

They use a Laroche line with six openers for cotton fabrics (post-industrial), and the
obtained recycled fibres are used in blends containing 10% recycled and 90% virgin
cotton. The recycled fibre length ranges from 18 to 22 mm. They use a Saentis-Temsan
line with 16 openers only for opening yarn ends and fabric selvedges. They usually
use 20—-25% textile-to-textile fibres in blends, while bottle-to-textile fibres can reach up
to 80%. The cost of recycled cotton fibres is about 2—-2.5 USD/kg, while virgin cotton
fibres cost about 1.6 USD/kg. For this reason, they mainly sell to European brands that
have obligations to use recycled fibres.

At the end of the visit the group travelled from Kahramanmaras by bus approx. 70 km
to Gaziantep. The afternoon provided time for some cultural immersion in Gaziantep.
The group visited the world’s largest mosaic museum (Zeugma Mosaic Museum), that
is also home of the famous “Gypsy Girl’, as well as the centuries-old historical
coppersmith bazaar, a living Ottoman-era trade quarter.

Page 6 of 8



DAY 3 in Gaziantep

In the morning of day 3 the group visited Sanko Textile (www.sankotextile.com/en/),
a subsidiary of the Sanko Group, a leading Turkish conglomerate spanning
construction, energy, cement and packaging, with textiles as its flagship industry.
Sanko's operations are fully integrated, including spinning, knitting, dyeing and
printing. The company is firmly committed to textile-to-textile circularity, with pre- and
post-consumer recycling as a core process.

Sanko Textile operates one of the largest textile recycling facilities visited during the
mission. The company processes approximately 80,000 tonnes of textile waste
annually, using both pre-consumer and post-consumer waste.

, Sanko Textile has developed an alternative process to recover cotton from blended
textile waste while separating polyester and elastane. Approximate proportion of
material recovery is 50,000 tonnes of cotton fibre in Gaziantep and 30,000 tonnes of
rPET chips in Bursa area. The remaining polymer fractions are further utilized in
automotive applications, contributing to improved material recovery. They use a
mixture of 15 chemical solutions with RE&UP technology during a six-hour process.

Particular attention was given to the company's quality laboratory, where advanced
testing equipment is used to monitor fibre length, neps, short fibre content, yarn
contamination, strength, friction, and colour consistency. They stated that the recycled
cotton has the same quality as virgin cotton.

In the afternoon of day 3 the group visited Kara Fiber (https://karafibertekstil.com/).
Established in 2019, Kara Fiber is Turkiye's first Lyocell fibre producer. Equipped with
200tons/day spun yarn spinning capacity (as well as twisting, dyeing) since 2021 Kara
Fiber also specialised in man-made cellulosic fibres, the company is an important
supplier of sustainable products under its Ecocell and Lyocell TOW brands. With
commissioning of the second production line in 2024 Kara Fiber has reached a total
capacity of 50,000 tons of lyocell.

The company presented its Lyocell production technology, emphasizing its closed-loop
manufacturing process, in which approximately 99.7% of the solvent (NMMO) is
recovered and reused.

The presentation included a comparison between cotton, viscose, modal, and Lyocell
fibres, highlighting Lyocell's excellent mechanical properties, moisture management,
and reduced environmental impact. The company supplies regenerated cellulose
fibres to both the hygiene sector and textile brands, supported by FSC-certified raw
materials and strict traceability requirements.
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Conclusions

The technical mission provided valuable insights into the rapid evolution of textile
recycling technologies — both mechanical and chemical — in Tarkiye. The combination
of integrated production, advanced recycling processes, and comprehensive quality
control demonstrates that Turkish manufacturers are positioning themselves as
important players in the transition towards a circular textile industry.

The visit also highlighted that future competitiveness will depend not only on recycling
technologies but also on the availability of high-quality textile waste, efficient sorting
systems, and reliable traceability throughout the value chain. The knowledge gained
during this mission will be useful for evaluating future sustainability strategies and
identifying potential opportunities for collaboration and technology transfer.

The tour offered a unique opportunity to engage with industry leaders, technology
providers, recyclers, and textile manufacturers shaping the future of circular textiles.
Over three intensive days, travelling through Turkiye’s industrial heartland in the
Adana-Kahramanmaras-Gaziantep region, the group visited leading fiber producers,
textile mills and innovators to witness the scale of Turkiye's circularity ambitions.

The study tour was a testimony to the maturity acquired by Turkiye's textile capability
and its transition to a circular future. Equally impressive was the collaborative spirit
among key actors including fibre producers, technology providers, industry
associations, and global brands. The visit provided valuable learnings, meaningful

exchanges, new bonds, and fresh perspectives on how the textile industry can
accelerate its transition towards a more circular and sustainable future.

August 2026

Annexes
Presentation by SASA
Presentation by Meltem Kimya

Presentation by Kara Fibre
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